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RS. SWEET was preparing to move into another State. 
She never knew before that she owned so many things. 
Among the piles in the store-room were three years’ HELPERS. 
With arms akimbo, she looked at them awhile, and then going 
to the door called, “Alice.” As the rosy-cheeked maiden ap- 
peared, her mother said, ‘Alice, I have thought of something 
which I think you would like to do. We cannot possibly carry 
those HELPERS with us. I don’t know of anybody who would 
care for those old numbers. But I think you can fill quite a 
large scrap-book with pieces of poetry and readings which we 
can carry with us and use in missionary concerts and Band ex- 
ercises.”” Alice did not look quite happy at the prospect of 
spending that bright spring afternoon in poring over old maga- 
zines, and as her mother did not like to have her regard it as a 
hard task, she suggested: ‘‘ Why not ask Mabel and Fanny to 
come over this evening and help you do it? You can have book 
and paste all ready.” Alice brightened at once, and gladly 
assented. The result was that the articles that could be made 
useful were neatly pasted into the scrap-book, which found easy 
accommodation in one of the packing boxes. After becoming 
somewhat acquainted in her new church home, Mrs. Sweet, 
with Alice’s aid, organized a Band, and the arrangement of 
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several concerts was made easy by helps that came from the 
ever-ready scrap-book. 





MAKE THE “HELPER” HELP. 

HE best way to do a thing is to do it. The best way in 

which to make the Missionary HELPER a help is to make 

it help. Here is a church which has an indifferent interest in 

missions. A few copies of the HELPER are taken. There is 

not a member of the church but would be helped in interest 

for the world’s salvation by reading articles in each number. 

Now how are we going to make this little missionary do its 
work ? 

Of course the securing of new subscribers is the first and 
most important method. (Don’t stop reading this article be- 
cause that last sentence looks dreary.) No Free Baptist 
church is in the best working order that does not have a sys- 
tematic arrangement for introducing denominational publica- 
tions. When we read in the annual report of an Auxiliary that 
an agent for the HELPER was appointed, we recognize it as a 
sign of vigorous life. 

But this was not intended to be the main thought of this arti- 
cle. Canvass as well as we may, there will still be many per- 
sons who will not take our modest little magazine. But there 
are few persons who would refuse to read an article, marked 
and handed them by a friend, with the polite request that they 
read. Almost any of our readers, in looking over a number, 
will see some article that would interest a friend in our mission 
in India, or bring to some mother new and helpful thoughts for 
home use. How much good might be done, if each would 
seek to extend its influence by thus calling the attention of 
others to its helpful thoughts! Many a busy woman who 
thinks she has no time for reading would sit down long enough 
to thus regard a friend’s wish. 

But perhaps some will object that they have hardly time 
enough to read their HELPERS, to say nothing of remembering 
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to carry them to some one else. If such would look upon this 
as real missionary work, as a part of the educational force 
which each of us ought to be exerting, its importance would 
make it easy, perhaps, to find the time. Determination to do a 
thing is almost half of its accomplishment. In the home of a 
friend, we see in almost every room specimens of nice needle- 
work. Pretty, home-made rugs serve their purposes in every 
available place. Our hostess is a woman who gives so much 
time to benevolence, besides being a music-teacher and doing 
her own work, that we are surprised ; but she explains by say- 
ing that she has done it simply because she has a fondness for 
such work, and always has a piece ready to “catch up” when 
she has a few moments to devote to it. 

Any one who should cultivate the habit of using the HELPER 
in the way above suggested, would soon find it comparatively 
-easy to remember to take the marked cupy into a neighbor’s 
house, or to carry it along when going calling, or to send it by 
one of the children, ‘with mother’s compliments,” to another 
busy mother, the leaf being turned at the desired place. 

Of such little things is life composed. Let each try to make 
the HELPER help as many people as possible. 


—_ 
ii a 


ALASKA. 

HEN it was first known that Secretary Seward had pur- 
chased from Russia that remote, little-known country, 
Alaska, the general feeling was: Of what possible use can such 
an ice-bound territory be to our country, except to add to the 
extent of our domains? ‘Then public interest in regard to the 
matter became dormant, only to be aroused again as knowledge 

of the country and its needs has grown. 

Now we realize that Alaska includes an extent of territory 
more than 2,000 miles in an air line from east to west, or as 
far as from Washington to California, and from north to south 
as far as from Maine to Florida. Of this country, Ze Home 


Mission Echo says :— 
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“Within this range we have the lowest and vilest heathenism, 
infanticide, suttee, cannabalism, shamanism, witchcraft, the 
abominations of the original heathen condition of the people ; 
and superadded to these the nameless evils that follow connec- 
tion with unprincipled whites. Upward from these low and 
brutal types the civilization of some of the races reaches a com- 
parative degree of comfortable and respectable living. The 
Aleutians are the people farthest advanced in civilization, and 
had, during the Russian possession of the country, both schools 
and churches, and compare favorably with some of the less civ- 
ilized people of Europe to whom we send missionaries. 

““The origin of the Aleut cannot be ethnologically traced. 
He is most like the Japanese in appearance and characteristics, 
and it is reasonably supposed originated from this people. 
They have intermingled with the Russian population, and as a 
result there are many creoles among them. They are religiously 
disposed, and have adopted the forms and ceremonies of the 
Greek church. While under the Russian government, schools 
were maintained, and there were among them persons of credit- 
able scholarship. The schools are now discontinued, and 
under the new order of things since our purchase of the terri- 
tory, by the removal of the better class of Russians from among 
them, they are left with but a remnant of their former privileges. 
Nor is the Aleutian politically an Indian. In common with the 
other Alaskan tribes he was transferred to the United States as 
a citizen, with power to buy and bargain, sue and be sued, and 
all transactions with him are binding in law. He is self sup- 
porting. He is not a ward of the government. We owe it to 
him and to his children, as well as to ourselves, to restore to 
him that which he lost in the transfer from one government to 
the other, and for which he has suffered and deteriorated, she 
school and the church, and thus aid him to become what he 
desires to be, a worthy and intelligent citizen of his foster coun- 
try. We owe it to ourselves and our children to cancel in some 
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degree, if possible, the dishonor that attaches to our dealings 
with our heathen dependencies.” 

As we have studied the needs of this, our own territory, we 
have been surprised, yes, amazed, to learn that we have, within 
our own borders, practices as positively heathen as attach to the 
darkest spots in heathendom. Female infanticide, the betrothal 
of babes to future husbands, the selling of girls as soon as they 
reach maturity for base purposes, either temporarily or for life, 
shock us and appeal loudly to our Christianity. 

In no foreign country are the women subjected to more 
menial servitude than here. Polygamy is common among some 
of the tribes, and the wives seem to be multiplied as men else- 
where multiply their beasts of burden for the hauling of wood 
and other laborious duties. 

The suttee, which India has outgrown, is so nearly practiced 
among some of the Indians that when a man dies his widow, or 
widows, if there be several, are obliged to ascend the burning 
funeral pile and remain prostrate upon the body, until the hair 
is burned from the head, and suffocation nearly takes place, 
following this by thrusting first one hand, then the other, in the 
fire, until the corpse is consumed. 

Let us rejoice that Christian missions are making an impres- 
sion for good, that conversions have already taken place, that 
the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union is making its power 
felt there, that a Loyal Temperance Legion has been organized, 
and that if our people do their duty it will only be a matter of 
time before light shall shine in upon this dense darkness. 


ee 


THERE cometh sun, there cometh shower— 
Alike they’re needfu! to the flower ; 

And joys and tears alike are sent 

To give the soul fit nourishment. 

As comes to me, or cloud or sun— 

Father! Thy will, not mine, be done! 
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NOW AND THEN. 
BY REV. ERNEST G. WESLEY. 
— the fields, sometimes with sadness,’ 
Sowing the golden grain! 
Reaping at last, deep then our gladness, 
Wondrous the harvest’s gain! 
Into the vineyard to labor He sends us ; 
Talents so precious, so holy He lends us— 
Will we now enter, or calls He in vain? 


Toiling for Him! Sometimes in darkness 
Pressing the weary way. 

Sunshine at last, radiant the brightness 
Beaming through Heaven’s day. 

Ours to obey Him, to follow His leading, 

Trusting and praying, with sin-lost e’er pleading, 
Will we now follow—or turn we away? 


* * * * * * 


Burdened with sheaves, nevermore sadness, 
Laying them near His throne ! 

Resting at last, evermore gladness, 
Jesus receives His own! 

Ended the toiling, the sowing, the reaping, 

Labor and sorrow, all suff ‘ring and weeping, 
Day Star of Glory on reapers hath shone. 

Providence, R. 1. 





+> 
a ae 


A FEW MINUTES WITH OUR EXCHANGES. 


PROPORTIONATE GIviING.—While it is true that the value of a 
gift in God’s sight is measured by the spirit in which it is given, 
yet it cannot be too strongly urged that the apostolic rule “ as 
the Lord hath prospered” each one is the only just standard 
for Christian beneficence. The large gifts of the rich, as well 
as the smaller gifts of the less able and the little which the poor 
can afford, should be made cheerfully. There is as much dan- 
ger that the abundantly able will minimize their ability as that 
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the less able will excuse themselves altogether upon the ground 
that their more wealthy neighbors should do all.—Spirit of 
Missions. 

THE SHRINE OF GUADALUPE.—The extraordinary veneration, 
or I might better say adoration, which is paid to shrines and 
sacred places in Mexico strikingly illustrates the ignorance, 
superstition, and degradation of the people. Of these shrines 
the most sacred, and the only one which the whole nation con- 
tinues to venerate, is that at Guadalupe. Guadalupe is a re- 
markable rocky hight corresponding to Chapultepec, and about 
as far to the north-east (a little more than two miles) as the 
latter is to the south-west of the city. In the village of 3,000 
souls at the base of this hight the treaty of peace between the 
United States and Mexico was signed Feb. 2, 1848, and the 
little house where this act was done was pointed out to us. 
From the top of the hill we have another magnificent view of 
the city, the valley, the lakes, and the surrounding - mountains. 
The ascent of the hill from the southern side, looking toward 
the city, is very steep and rocky. On the crest of the hill is a 
cemetery where many of the illustrious dead of Mexico lie 
buried. Here is the tomb of Santa Anna, which is plain and 
unpretentious, perhaps because all the family shekels—a great 
many more than the four hundred which Abraham paid for 
Machpelah—were required for the purchase of a lot in this very 
holy ground. ‘That which gives to this rocky hill its peculiar 
and exceeding sanctity is the fact (?) that the Virgin Mary, by 
a series of extraordinary appearances to a poor Indian, selected 
it as the site on which a temple should be built in her honor 
and for her worship.— Zhe Gospel in All Lands. 


Last year forty ladies in the Dayton, Ohio, church, made a 
special contribution of five cents a week for fifty weeks in addi- 
tion to their other contributions. Fifty dollars of the sum thus 
realized was devoted to the building of a Prayer House in 
India, and the other fifty dollars to the education of two stu- 


* 
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dents. This year, thirty of the forty ladies will keep up the 
work, and the seventy-five dollars which they expect to raise 
will be devoted to the education of three young men in the 
India schools. We most heartily commend the example of the 
Dayton ladies to the men and women and the beys and girls of 
other churches. Almost any child can become a successful 
missionary in this way.. Five cents a week from each of ten 
persons for one year will support a student in our India High 
School or College.—Lutheran Missionary Journal. 


THE restrictions placed upon the press by the Turkish gov- 
ernment are many and oppressive. The new censor of the press, 
appointed in November last, requires of the editors of the 
Zornitza, the Bulgarian religious paper published by our mis- 
sion at Constantinople, that duplicate copies of all matter be 
placed in his hands two days before it is given to the public. 
He then mutilates the articles, not merely those having a politi- 
cal bearing, but those in the religious and educational depart- 
ments, on the ground that there may be a political interpreta- 
tion placed upon words innocent in themselves. Among the 
words which are uniformly stricken out are “‘ union ”’ and “ free- 
dom.” In the sentence in the Sunday-school lesson, ‘Ruth’s 
union with the fam'ly of Elimelech had /veed her from idolatry,” 
the words we have italicized were stricken out. Only after rep- 
resentations made by the American Legation was the paper 
permitted to speak of the United States of America. The ab- 
surdities of this censorship are innumerable. Our _ brethren 
connected with the press at Constantinople are entitled to our 
sympathies in the annoyances to which they are compelled to 
submit.—A/issionary Herald. 


In 1861 there were twenty medical missionaries on the for- . 
eign field; in 1878 there were between ninety and one hun- 
dred ; in 1888 there were over three hundred, of “whom thirty 
were devoted, efficient women.—He/fing Hand. 


¢ 
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AFRICA: RUM ON THE Conco.—A memorial from the World’s 
W. C. T. U., asking Congress to act. Bishop Newman pre- 
sented the memorial, praying that immediate and decisive steps 
be taken to suppress the liquor traffic in the Congo Free State 
and basin of the Niger. The memorial shows that during 1885 
more than 10,000,000 gallons of the cheapest and vilest spirits 
ever manufactured were sent from the United States, Germany, 
Holland, England, France, and Portugal, to the natives of 
Africa. The quantities contributed by the different nations 
were: United States, 737,650 gallons; Germany, 7,823,042 
gallons; the Netherlands, 1,099,146 gallons; France (“ pure 
alcohol”), 405,944 gallons ; England, 311,384 gallons ; Portu- 
gal, 91,524 gallons. The memorial, continuing, says that 
abundant evidence proves that this deadly rum has developed 
in the natives an alcoholic passion almost without parallel, and 
has sunk them into a state of degradation lower than they occu- 
pied before they had contact with our commerce and civiliza- 
tion. ‘The march of commerce will soon place the rum traders 
in communication with over 50,000,000 savages, and, unless 
the traffic is totally suppressed, the result will be most disastrous 
to the cause of humanity, a reproach to the Christian nations, 
and an outrage second only to the slave trade itself. The pur- 
poses of the memorial and of the arguments made by Bishop 
Newman and Mr. Hornady are to bring .about such a revision 
of the General Act of the Berlin West Africa Conference as 
shall completely suppress the liquor traffic in the territory in 
question ; to obtain a law from Congress prohibiting the ex- 
portation of liquor from this country to any port of Africa, and 
to persuade the United States government to use its influence 
to induce other governments to co-operate. Mr. Hornady 
spoke with great earnestness and impressiveness. ‘“ The United 
States government,” he said, “stands to-day as the obstructor 
of a most wise, humane, and philanthropic measure undertaken 
by Great Britain three years ago, in which our co-operation 
was asked. We stand to-day as the champion and protector 
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of the trading wretches who sell dangerous fire-arms and am- 
munition, and equally deadly spirits in the islands of the West- 
ern Pacific. We occupy before the other civilized nations a 
position which is-indefensible and humiliating in the last de- 
gree. The liquor traffic in Africa can be stopped forever by an 
internatiofal agreement such as Great Britain very nearly 
effected respecting the Pacific Islands. The friends of human- 
ity, not only in this country, but all around the world, ask 
through this memorial that the Congress of the United States 
shall exercise its power toward the accomplishment of that 
result."— Missionary Review. 
a 
NOTHING DOUBTING. 
OW fast the weeks, the months, the years, 
Rush on and leave us but to-day ; t 
Their hopes, their joys, their smiles, their tears, 
Have passed with fleeting time away ; 
While now with trembling feet we stand 
On the border line of an unknown land. 


A darkening mist before our eyes 
Obscures the way we are to tread, 
Not knowing what before us lies, 
We will but go as we are led; 
And reaching with a feeble grasp 
We meet our Leader’s loving clasp. 


What, then, to us are darkening mists 
Or paths which are unknewn, 
Since through the future’s hidden way 
We need not walk alone! 
So now with firm-set feet we stand 
On the border line of an unknown land. 
—General Baptist Magazine. 


——— +o > 


Ir you wish to bless your children, do God’s work somewhere 
with all your might.— General Armstrong. 
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MISSIONARY BUREAU OF INTELLIGENCE AND 
EXCHANGE. 
For the two months past, contributions to the costume-fund 
and Bureau work have been as follows : — 
Cheerful Givers’ Band, Cleveland, O. . é ‘ 4 ‘ + $1.00 
Auxiliary, Winneconne, Minn. . ©. ‘ ‘ : . - 1.00 


Auxiliary, West Spring Creek, Penn. . ° . =" % . 75 
Mission Band, Amesbury, Mass. . . ° . ° ‘ . 50 


Total . ‘ - J < ‘ ‘ . . . . $3.25 


Forward contributions and applications for costumes to Miss 
Kate J. Anthony, 40 Summer Street, Providence, R. I. 


lS - 


THE /udian Witness says: “The zenana is the citadel of 
Hinduism. To keep that fortress dark is the ambition of the 
conservative patriot. Christianity will fail in India unless the 
women become ambassadors for Christ. ‘Three-fourths of the 
zeal, energy, and prayers of Christendom belong to the women. 
How can the zenana be illumined? How can the vast millions 
of Indian women learn of the Son of Mary? Education, con- 
secration, and adaptation are necessary. When the treasures of 
the zenana are laid upon the altar, India and Asia are the 
Lord’s.”” 


ee 


AN English clergyman asked an uneducated woman whether 
she liked his written or unwritten sermons the best. After 
thinking a few moments, she said, ‘‘ Why, I loike you the best 
without the book, because ye keep saying the same thing over 
and over again ; and that helps me to remember what I hear a 
great deal better.” 


+> +. — 


I po not think the home work has been crippled by the 
many missionaries sent abroad. The reflex action upon our 
churches has more than repaid the labor and outlay.—Dr. 
Barrows. 
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FROM THE FIELD. 





SOME NOTES ON HINDU WORSHIP. 
BY F. D. GEORGE, 

\ JE need not wonder at the character of the Hindus, when 

we learn of the nature of their worship, as well as of their 
gods. In this worship very little can be found to elevate the 
people. Perhaps Hinduism affords as great’a variety of forms 
of worship as any idolatrous religion. Some castes worship 
one idol, some another. Some rich families have their own 
private temples, idols, and hired priests to conduct the wor- 
ship. 

I remember visiting one place at Contai, in our mission 
field, near the mouth of the Hugli. It was at the request of 
several young men who could talk quite freely in English. 
While talking with them, they candidly admitted that idolatry 
was wrong and they did not believe in their Hinduism, yet they 
must continue to practice it because their fathers had done so, 
and even while talking we could hear in a little temple in their 
compound (yard) a drum beating and the voice of a hired 
priest of the family, who, they said, was worshiping the idol-god 
for the family. It would be puzzling to tell what merit accrued 
from this worship to the people who freely admitted their want 
of faith in their god. 

In nearly all Hindu shops can be seen an idol of the elephant- 
headed god, Ganesa, to which the shop-keepers pay respect 
before commencing business. 

Siva is one of the great gods of India, but worshiped more in 
southern than northern India. Many of his idols are immoral 
and disgusting ; and there are thousands of dancing girls con- 
nected with his temples, whose life, as well as that of the priests, 
is spent in the most shameful debauchery. According to myth- 
ical Hindu stories, Siva himself lived in human form, and a 


& 
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more immoral life than his is represented to be, cannot be 
imagined. Still his life-history becomes a part of the knowledge 
of every new generation, who are in turn taught to imitate their 
fathers as his devotees. . | 

There is a great Siva temple at Bhuvanesvara, in Orissa. 
Dr. Rajandra Lala Mitra, an educated native, has given a de- 
scription of the ceremonies of worship performed at this temple. 
The idol of Siva there is in the form of a large, uncarved block 
of granite about eight feet long, buried in the ground so it is 
visible above the soil only to the hight of about eight inches. 
This rude block is believed to be pervaded with the essence of 
the god Siva. The orthodox Hindu believes that every idol, 
after a certain ceremony called prau pratishtha, becomes pos- 
sessed of the life of the god. ‘This is usually shown by red 
marks on the idol, and a true Hindu can hardly, if at all, be 
persuaded to sell his god after this ceremony. ‘The image is 
now living, and eats and drinks the offerings made to it, sleeps 
and awakes, etc. 

So we find the above idol of Siva is daily worshiped in no less 
than twenty-two ceremonial acts, described by Dr. Mitra as 
follows : — 

“ (1) At the first appearance of dawn bells are rungso rouse 
the deity from his slumbers; (2) a lamp with many wicks is 
waved in front of the stone; (3) the god’s teeth are cleaned 
by pouring water and rubbing a stick about a foot long on the 
stone ; (4) the deity is washed and bathed by emptying sev- 
eral pitchers of water on the stone; (5) the god is dressed by 
putting clothes on the stone ; (6) the first breakfast is offered, 
consisting of grain, sweetmeats, curd, and cocbanuts ; (7) the 
god _ has his principle breakfast, when cakes and more substan- 
tial viands are served ; (8) a kind of little lunch is offered ; 
(9) the god has his regular lunch ; (10) the midday dinner is 
served, consisting of curry, rice, pastry, cakes, cream, etc., 
while a priest waves a many-flamed lamp and burns incense be- 
fore the stone; (11) strains. of noisy, discordant music rouse 
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the deity from his afternoon sleep at four p. M., the sanctuary 
having been closed for the preceding four hours; (12) sweet- 
meats are offered; (13) the afternoon bath is administered ; 
(14) the god is dressed as in the morning; (15) another 
meal is served ; (16) another bath is administered; (17) the 
full dress ceremony takes place, when fine, costly vestments, 
yellow flowers, and perfumery are placed on the stone; (18) 
another offering of food follows; (19) after an hour’s interval 
the regular supper is served ; (20) five masks and a Damaru, 
used in dancing, are brought in, and oblations made to them ; 
(21) waving of lights before bedtime; (22) a bedstead is 
brought into the sanctuary, and the god composed to sleep.” 

More or less of these ceremonies are used in the worship of 
all Hindu gods. The awakening of the god or goddess from 
sleep is a daily occurrence which the missionaries often hear. 
Judging from the beating of gongs and drums and the great 
noise made, it is sometimes very hard work to arouse their 
sleeping deity. Indeed, we well know that his ear is so heavy, 
because made of only brass, stone, wood, or clay, that his wor- 
shipers may call and call, and never be heard. 

The cooked food offered to the idols is afterward eaten by 
the priests and attendants. The water in which the idol is 
washed is called tirtlia, and is drunk as holy water. 

The worship of the goddess Kali has animal sacrifice for one 
of the most important rites. The goat is the most common 
object of sacrifice. It is said that the blood is never allowed 
to become dry before her idol in the great temple at Kalighat 
near Calcutta, and from which place the city derives its name. 
The image of Kali is most degrading and loathsome. She is 
represented as a black woman with a necklace of skulls, a girdle 
of human arms, two human bodies for ear pendants, a huge 
knife in one hand, and a man’s head in another. And this hideous 
conception is one of the principal objects of worship in India. 
The authority above quoted, Dr. Mitra, says : “‘ There is scarcely 
a respectable family in all Bengal, the mistress of which has 
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not at one time or other shed her own blood under the notion 
of satisfying the goddess by the operation.” 

Education is removing many of the Hindu superstitions, and 
to-day there are thousands upon thousands of Hindus who have 
no faith in their religion. 

But the women of India, kept back socially, help to make up 
the great bulwarks of heathendom there still. The elevation of 
woman and the education of the masses are two of the noblest 
works of Christianity in India, and as the people, thus seeing 
the foolishness of idolatry, learn to worship the one true God, 
we shall see their regeneration from heathenism. For these 
objects let us pray and give continually, seeking to increase our 
interest in the work by our knowledge of it. 


——-—- -+ > + 


“OUR MISSION’S DEAD.” 


BY MARY B. WINGATE, 


VERY spring our tears we shed 
O’er our nation’s honored dead ; 

Deck with fairest flowers the sod ; 
Pledge anew our vows to God, 
That the land they died to save 
Ne’er shall hold another slave. 
Costly was the price they paid ; 
Life on freedom’s altar laid. 
But more noble tis to give 
Life, that darkened souls may live. 
And to-day our tears we shed 
O’er our mission’s honored dead, 
While we seek our wreath to lay 
On those graves so far away. 
And above their silent dust, 
Which we hold a sacred trust, 
Pledge to aid the toiling band, 
Dying in that distant land 
For the help, which, if not given, 
Brands us, in the sight of Heaven, 
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Traitors to a holier cause 
Than defense of nation’s laws. 


Fearful battles! those they fought! 
Glorious victories! dearly bought! 
Ah, those laurels! nobler far, 

Victors in a bloodless war. 

Preaching Christ, that war may cease, 
Heralds of the Prince of Peace. 


Are we doing all we can 

For that handful in the van? 

Loud for help to us they call, 

We must succor or they fall. 

Droops the banner they’ve unfurled ; 
Free salvation to the world. 

Mighty are the hosts of sin, 

Costly trophies those they win. 


If they hold that hard-won field 
And till death refuse to yield, 
Ours will be a sad disgrace, 

If we do not keep apace 

With their needs. Oh, let us give 
Help, that fainting ones may live! 
If our earnest efforts blend, 
Re-inforcements we may send 

To those ranks, so thin to-day, 
Pressing onward to the fray. 

Let us cheer those hearts of steel 
And as comrades with them feel 

‘* India’s sure for Christ,” if we 
Follow where He leads the way, 
Step by step, till sacrifice 

For His sake is highest bliss,— 
Till we hear from Him, confessed, 
‘*Well done! enter into rest!” 


NoTHING that is excellent can be wrought suddenly.—7Z. 
Taylor. 
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HELPS FOR MONTHLY MEETINGS. 





AFTER the prayer service, let each member who will, ask 
some question about our mission field in India, to be answered 
by a volunteer. 

[See “ From the Field,” in April and May numbers.] 


How may the Santals be classed among the original inhabit- 
ants of India? . 

How do they maintain this distinct relation ? 

How divided ? 

What of interest about their language? 

Describe their tribal relations. 

What can be said of their truthfulness ? 

T}lustrate it. 

What do they worship, and with what customs ? 

Give interesting items about fruits of India. 

How much have tradition and custom to do with idol wor- 
ship in India? 

What can you tell about the god Siva? 

Describe methods of worship. 








IsLES OF THE SEA.— During the last fourteen years seven 
hundred Protestant churches have been built in Madagascar, 
making the total number now twelve hundred. There are over 
eight thousand communicants in these churches, not counting 
those who have embraced the Christian faith but have not 
made formal profession. ‘The churches are self-supporting.— 
Medical Missionary Record. 


ow 
a ite, thin il 





Tuis is really a great time to live in, if any of us can catch 
the cue of it—Sames A. Garfield. : 
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HOME DEPARTMENT. 





OCEAN PARK. 


HE spring days are reminding us that summer is approach- 
ing, and vacation and rest, hinting, too, of Ocean Park 
and all its pleasant associations. Quickly we recall Curtis 
Home with its inviting reception room open to all, its children’s 
room and class-rooms, the Temple, with its chapel and audi- 
ence room ; the cottages, inviting and home-like ; friendly in- 
tercourse, lectures, music, and restful home-living. Nor do we 
forget our Bureau and the Woman’s Convention to be held 
August 8 and g. In due time the HeLper will give the pro- 
gramme in full. We hope all workers interested in missions and 
the special features connected with the Woman’s Convention 
will arrange to be at the Park at that time. It is a week of un- 
usual interest. Guild Day is August 5 ; Advocates of Christian 
Fidelity, August 6 ; Children’s Day, August 7. 


a 
THE LAW OF SPIRITUAL LIFE. 


UR spiritual life is begotten of God, of “his own will.” 
Therefore it.has its source in him, and derives its nature 
from him. I am convinced very few of us realize this as a fact, 
else why is it that we struggle so hard to beget a spiritual life in 
ourselves by our own self-efforts? We act often as if we were 
to be born “of the will of man,” and try, by wrestlings and 
agonizings and resolutions and prayers and religious “ exer- 
cises ” of all sorts, to bring about the “ new birth.” No wonder 
religion has become such a hard and apparently hopeless task 
to so many. 
There is a divine seed in every man, but it is not quickened 
in all. The divine seed within is quickened whenever we feel 
inward stirrings and longings after holiness. Then comes in 
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our responsibility. We cannot create life, but we can let life 
live. We can “lay hold” of it by an entire surrender to Christ, 
who is our life. 

This, then, is how the spiritual life is to grow; that is, by 
surrender and faith. We must “ boycott” the old self-life, and 
must deal only with the spiritual life. But we must not make 
the mistake of thinking we are to grow by our own self-efforts. 
We are as powerless in the matter of our growth as in the mat- 
ter of our*begetting. Life grows of itself. It is a mighty 
dynamic force that only asks a chance to grow. 

“Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto 
his stature? And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, neither do 
they spin: and yet I say unto you, that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so 
clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is 
cast into the oven, shall he not much more clothe you, O ye of 
little faith? ”»—Matt 6: 27-30. 

The lily grows by the power of its inward life principle, and 
according to the laws of its life. No amount of its own stretch- 
ing or straining, or pulling by others, would help its growth. 
It is all folly, and worse than folly, for Christians to make such 
mighty efforts to grow. If they would only Z¢ the. Christ life 
within them grow, unhindered by their interference, they need 
have no fear of the result. But we are so ignorant of the laws 
of our spiritual life that we are continually tempted to meddle 
with it. 

We need not trouble about our fruit-bearing. All we have to 
do is to let our life live, and see that it is nourished, and it is 
sure to “ bring forth fruit.” A great many people are all the 
time trying to fasten fruit on to themselves by some outside 
effort, as if a man should buy peaches to tie on to his peach 
trees, thinking thus to secure to himself a good crop of fruit ! 
Fruit must be “brought forth,” not fastened on. This is the 
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law of fruit-bearing. And to violate this law can only bring 
confusion and death. 

“Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit.”,—Matt. 7: 17, 18. 

The law of fruit-bearing is clearly this, that our /vwz¢ can only 
be the outcome of what we ave, and that, therefore, the thing 


to be concerned about is, not the kind of fruit I bear, but the 
sort of plant I am. 

The dwelling-place of the spiritual life is in God, and out of 
God it cannot exist. ‘Your life is hid with Christ in God.” 
The only environment possible to it, then, is a continual “ abid- 
ing in Christ.” That is, an unfaltering faith that we are in 
Christ and Christ is in us, and an utter and steadfast refusal to 
recognize or live in any other life. 

Finally, let us rest in the assurance that God will teach us 
these laws of life if we are willing to learn them, and let us come 
to him in simple faith to be taught.—Hannah Whitall Smith, 
in Bible Reading Leaftet. 


+ +>  - 


NOTES. 


\W* wonder if our mission treasury ever suffers for lack of 

funds because women have no purse of their own. And 
yet, husbands and wives having an equal burden in the care of 
the family should share equally in the financial profits. It 
ought to be a mutual partnership in all such cases. May not 
women help in this direction by defending their rights? We 
think Matilda Hindman’s advice on this point is most ex- 
cellent : — 

“Let women be true to themselves,—true to the high, free, 
independent nature God gave them ; let them assert their indi- 
vidual rights, not in-an arrogant, overbearing, unpleasant man- 
ner, but as true women should, and men will love and respect | 
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them much more than if they cringingly submit to wrong. 
The support will be all right when women decide it shall be.” 


TuaT the world is growing better in many ways there is little 
doubt. Miss Willard evidently thinks so when she says : — 

“Already the word ‘ obey’ has been expunged from woman’s 
marriage vow ; already her relation of inferior to her husband 
is changed to that of comrade; already the time-worn phrase, 
‘No home can hold two purses,’ is regarded with contempt by 
men themselves, and the relation of financial equality before 
the law hastens to replace that of ‘coverture,’ which had its 
value in a warlike age, but hastens to its exit from the age of 
peace ; already woman as an individual, standing beside man 
as her equal partner in life, love, and opportunity, is the ideal 
of the typical young American, both male and female, so that 
man in the home is becoming a new factor under conditions 
that make him joint high-priest of that holiest temple made 
with hands.” 


Lapy ABERDEEN, in an address before an educational meet- 
ing, advanced some sensible views regarding women’s educa- 
tion. She said : — 

“They serve on school boards and parochial boards, they 
act on committees, they take a leading part in ‘ philanthropic, 
religious, and mission work.’ If they are to maintain this 
position—and it is for the good of the community, as well as 
for their own happiness, that they should maintain it—they 
must pass through a brain discipline that will fit them to grap- 
ple with the problems and perplexities of public life. There is 
no risk that the tenderness of their emotional nature, the deli- 
cacies of their feminine sensibilities, will be destroyed by a 
sound culture of the intellectual faculties. Women contribute 
to the management of the poor, the young, the infirm, in so far 
as these are thrown upon the public, an inestimably valuable 
element of kindness and of purity. But there is not the slight- 
est danger that this element will be extinguished by brain 
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power. A strong feminine understanding will be the best ally 
of a soft feminine heart.” 


IN a town in Nebraska two women have been nominated for 
the school board. A local paper asks, “ But have they a busi- 
ness education which fits them for this important work?” 
The Woman's Tribune of that place aptly replies : — 

“ Certainly they have, since they are graduates in a profes- 
sion—that of the house-mother—which is much more akin to 
the management of schools than any business in which men 
engage. Men ought to know that it takes just as much brains 
to manage a household as it does to run a bank, to say nothing 
of a newspaper. If they cannot know this by nature, then they 
should have the grace to observe how easily and successfully 
women with this business of the household training manage 
other affairs when they undertake them. And in no depart- 
ment of effort have women been a more distinguished success 
than as school directors.” 





TALKS TO MOTHERS. 

M OTHERS should begin early to teach Paul’s injunction,— 

“Keep thyself pure.” Thyself’? — body, mind, and 
heart. It was a wise mother who washed the little mouth with 
soap-suds to wash away bad words, but a wise mother will also 
go deeper, and watch for a clean heart and a pure mind— 
watch for them. If “ eternal vigilance is the price of liberty,” 
infinitely more is it the price of purity. 

Why will mothers be so very thoughtful and careful, care-/u// 
of the manners and outward proprieties of their boys and girls, 
and so thoughtless and heedless of their inner purity ? 

When a mother’s sympathetic love watches with never-ceas- 
ing care the mind and heart of her child, making its character 
of first importance, herself and society of second importance, 
only then will “her children rise up and call her blessed.” 
Mothers cannot do this without taking time for it. And every 
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mother can find time to spend with her children ; some other 
things—some ruffles and tucks—can be dispensed with. Moth- 
ers need time for intimacy with their growing children, to keep 
acquainted with them, to make sure that no chilling ice is form- 
ing between mother and child. Recently the two sons of pious 
parents passed through a revival, attending protracted meeting 
every evening. Those parents were exceedingly anxious for 
the conversion of their boys, but not one earnest Christian word 
did they speak to them ; they left all that to the minister. The 
boys were converted, but oh, how much of sweet com- 
munion, of blessed talk about Jesus, was lost because of that 
foolish, wicked reserve. God gave us parental love and yearn- 
ing and emotion to be made manifest. Many a child can sym- 
pathize with the little boy who said, “ Mamma, I did want to 
tell you, but it seemed as though I'couldn’t.” Poor boy! it 
was not his building, that icy wall. Child nature is always con- 
fiding until repelled. Nowhere is this icy reserve so great as 
around the whole subject of purity. It seems like a Chinese 
wall erected by Satan himself. Few are the parents who vent- 
ure over it, but they who do venture, or who keep down that 
wall, are amply repaid.— Zhe Union Signal. 





> 
—@¢-o-s 


a 

FORTY-EIGHT years ago, a notorious prize-fighter in Liverpool 
was converted to God. ‘Ned Sunners,” the champion, be- 
came the cabman’s missionary, and soon earned the title of the 
“Cabman’s Bishop.” His figure was massive, his face beam- 
ing with love and pity, his heart overflowing with compassion 
for all who needed it. During nearly half a century he labored 
with abundant success, and won the respect of all men. 


He was found dead, kneeling at his bedside, his hands 
clasped in prayer. When “ Happy Ned,” as he was called, 
was laid in the grave, the Bishop of Liverpool, and all the 
clergy and ministers of the city attended the funeral, while 
thousands of wealthy citizens, 150 cabmen, with their vehicles, 
and 150,000 persons attempted to join the procession.—Se/, 





THE MISSIONARY HELPER. 





WORDS FROM HOME WORKERS. 





Iowa. és 

WarteERLOO First F. Baptist church Auxiliary Society’s work 
for the quarter. Commencing from Jan. 8, we have held three 
meetings, which were well attended and very interesting. We 
have select reading, speaking, and singing. We take the topic 
of each meeting from the HELPER. We feel that we are doing 
a grand work for the Master. We have fifty-two good working 
members. March 2oth, we gave a missionary tea. We raised 
$9.00 at our tea, and collected $12.00 in barrels. While our 
Quarterly Meeting was in session, our Society gave a concert 
which was largely attended and very interesting. Miss Ida 
Phillips made us a visit, and gave us a lecture on foreign work 
which was highly appreciated by us all, and has given us new 
zeal for our work. ‘The harvest is great and the laborers are 
few. Mrs. N. B. WILLSON, Sec. 

MICHIGAN. 

The W. M. S. of the Calhoun and North Branch Q. M. met 
with Cook’s Prairie church Feb. 16th. In connection with the 
Q. M. a short business session was held Saturday afternoon ; 
followed in the evening-by memorial services, held in memory 
of the pastor’s wife, Mrs. F. R. Randall, whose loss we greatly 
feel. While we deeply mourn her absence from our circle, the 
memory of her truly noble life will remain an inspiration to each 
of us. The remainder of the evening was spent in recitations, 
songs, and readings. Financial report ending Feb. 16,—$22.22 
raised during the last quarter; $4.49 were collected at the 
meeting. Miss Etra SHEAR, Sec. 

INDIANA. 


La GraNnce.—The W. M. S. held its February session with 
the Wawaka church. The president, Mrs. Ritter, took charge 
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of the meeting. The house was well filled, and all seemed in- 
terested. First on the programme was singing by the choir, 
and Scripture reading by Mrs. Frick. Mrs. Vaughn offered 
prayer, after which the most interesting part of the programme 
was carried out. It consisted of select reading, recitations, and 
music. The secretary being absent, the minutes of the last 
meeting were read by Mary Atwater. Remarks were made by 
the president in her usual good way, after which a collection 
was taken to the amount of $4.70. The next meeting will be 
held with the Rome City church. 


Mrs. ANN ATWATER, Sec. 
MAINE. 


During the session of the Exeter Q. M., held with the Burn- 
ham church, March 8-10, an hour was devoted Saturday morn- 
ing to the W. M. S. In absence of the president, Mrs. Belle 
Lambert of Bangor presided. The exercises consisted of read- 
ing of the Scriptures and prayer by Rev. S. C. Whitcomb; a 
paper, “ Organizing a Missionary Society,” by Mrs. C. E. 
Mason ; words of inspiration, spoken by Rev. Mr. Whitcomb ; 
remarks by Mr. Bartlett, Rev. Mr. Dodge, Rev. C. E. Mason, 
Mr. J. Higgins, and the president ; closed by singing. Collec- 
tion, $5.23. Mrs. C. E. Mason. 


ELLsworTH Q. M. W. M. S.—The W. M. S. held a very 
interesting meeting Saturday afternoon, March 16 (in connec- 
tion with the Ellsworth Q. M.), consisting of songs, select read- 
ing, and a dialogue. E.D. Wade of Dover (president of the 
State Mission) added much to the interest of the meeting by 
reporting his work. Rev. C. E. Mason of Bangor spoke on 
foreign missions. During this quarter, one new Auxiliary has 
been organized in the Ellsworth church. A collection was 
taken, amounting to $7.50; $6.25 for Carrie with Mrs. Burk- 
holder, $1.25 for general work. Mrs. Mark Saunders of Orland 
gave $5.00 for zenana work; Mrs. L. Gott, $1.00 for general 
work ; Ellsworth Auxiliary, $1.56, general work. ‘The interest 
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in missions seems to be increasing in this Q. M., and we hope 


to do more in the near future. 
S. E. PALMER, Sec. pro tem. 


West Bowpoin.—The W. M. S. held an interesting public 
meeting at their church at West Bowdoin, Me.,-Feb. 17. We 
took for our subject for the evening, “‘ India.” Our programme 
was composed of singing, declamations, readings, recitations, 
and dialogues, among which was a letter from Sister Vina 
Coombs, written to our young people, which was full of interest ; 
also a letter from Mr. Stiles, taken from Our Dayspring. A 
collection was taken, from which it’ was voted to send the 
Christian Weekly to Sister Vina tor one year. Our prayer was 
not merely to entertain, but to interest those who are not thor- 
oughly aroused to this great need. 

Mrs. J. F. Purinron, Sec. 


RHODE ISLAND. 

The Auxiliary of the Missionary Society connected with the 
Greenwich Street F. B. church of Providence, conducted a 
meeting in the audience room of the church on Sunday even- 
ing, March 24, which was interesting, instructive, and profitable. 
Mr. Ricker presided at the organ, and rendered an organ solo. 
Reading of Scriptures, selections, and prayer, by the president. 
Mrs. Hooper read extracts from the pen of Dr. A. G. Pierson, 
in the Missionary Review, for April, giving some facts about 
British India. Its area is 1,129,632 square miles, containing 
544,855 towns and villages, with an estimated population in 
1881, of 208,670,421 souls. In twenty-one towns of over 
100,000 inhabitants each, with 42,000,000 children who ought, 
according to their ages, to be in school; but about 3,500,000 
of these are to-day receiviug any education, and less than 200,- 
ooo of this number are learning the truths of Christianity ! 
What a sad picture! Items were also read about Brahminism, 
the Shaster, the Veda, and the Hindu home and family life,— 
all of most intense interest. 
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Mrs. Andrews gave a paper on our own field in India, from 
its first small beginning, with only four missionaries, to its pres- 
ent strength, as reported in 1888. It seems an encouraging 
outlook for large results of good in the near future. 

Miss Reynolds read a poem, “The Temple Window.” 
“Why Mrs. Ames Never Signed Her Name,” an original story 
by Mrs. Mariana Bisbee Tolman, read by Miss Bundy, gave a 
most comforting picture of how our little acts and deeds for 
the Master, done for love of him and in his name, may by his 
blessing bring forth much fruit to the advancement of his cause. 

Mrs. Bisbee read an extract from a paper by Mr. Gilmore 
(Edmund Kirk) in Zhe Congregationalst, “The Mountain. 
Whites of Kentucky,” speaking of them as our own brothers 
and sisters, of their love of home and country, of the causes 
which have driven them to the mountains, of their loyalty to 
the Union in the late war, of their ignorance and degradation, 

and of their great need of help from us, their more fortunate 
" sisters, giving a startling picture of their life and its needs. 

“Our Duty to the Indians ” was an original paper by Miss 
Dewing, giving us some facts and incidents gathered the past 
summer in her visit among them. Speaking of them as only 
five days’ ride from Providence, and of their need of missionary 
labor to learn more fully of the great Father of all. 

Mrs. Pierce rendered the beautiful sacred song, “ Ruth and 
Naomi,” in a tender, impressive manner. The president spoke 
a few words in regard to our work, and Mrs. Blake of our con- 
ditions of membership by reading the little poem, “'T'wo Cents 
a Week and a Prayer.” 

Four young ladies gathered the contribution, which was a 
generous one, and our pastor spoke a few words of appreciation 
and interest, and pronounced the benediction. 

So closed our first public meeting with the prayer that the 
Father would so bring home the truths presented that a deeper 
love for his cause may grow in each listener’s heart. C. 
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3 CHILDREN'S 
AG 




















THE MITE-BOX OPENING OF THE “SUNBEAMS.”’ 


HE Sunbeams ought all to keep shining 
Each day and each week of the year ; 

But a Mission Band must have its meetings,— 
Of course that is perfectly clear. 

Let us go to this meeting together, 
And try to find out what they do, 

And then, if we happen to like it, 
Perhaps we can do that way, too. 


The boys and the girls all are little, 
For this is a Primary Band ; 

They are big enough, though, to be learners, 
And use both the head and the hand, 

You see they can answer the questions 
Given out on the Sabbath before, 

They can listen to all that is told them, 
And thus they can learn something more. 


But the best of it all is the offering ; 
The boys and the girls, each in turn, 
Come forward and empty the boxes 
Of the ‘‘ mites ” they have managed to earn. 
Each tells how he earned all the pennies,— 
But some have brought quarters and dimes ; 
What busy and bright little workers! 
That money rings beautiful chimes. 


And now, as the mites have been gathered, 
The very next thing is to pray 

That God would receive them and use them 
For dark heathen lands far away. 
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Each one in the circle of children, 
While quietly all of them stand, 

Asks Jesus to *‘ please bless the money,” 
Which now they give into His hand. 


Oh, do you not think that our Saviour 
For all of that money will care? 
Then let us each bring Him an offering, 
And let us remember the prayer. 
—F. H. F., in Children’s Work for Children. 


—_—___ +» -- 


MAY-DAY. 


ISTER Kate,” said Laura, “I wish it was warm where we 

live, so we could have the kind of May-days you read 
me about yesterday. It is so cold, and there are so few flow- 
ers in the woods, that we always have to wait till June for our 
picnics. I wish we could have a May-pole and a May-queen ! 
Just think ! it is May-day to-morrow, and it is almost as cold as 
winter.” 

“Ves,” said Kate, “but it is a great deal colder than usual 
this year ; however, I have thought of one nice thing you can 
do. Did you ever hear of hanging ‘ May-baskets?’” 

Laura said “‘ No ;”’ so Kate told her there was a pretty cus- 
tom in some places of hanging little baskets of flowers on the 
door-knobs of the houses of friends on May-day, and that if she 
would like to do it, she would show her how. 

Laura always liked to do things that her sister showed her 
about ; so that afternoon she was ready and waiting to fix the 
baskets when Kate came from school. She thought it was a 
funny beginning, when Kate told her to run and get the paper 
mats she had woven when she was in the Kindergarten. How- 
ever, she got them, and soon saw what they were for. Kate 
first asked if she was willing to give them away; and when 
Laura said she was, she folded up the corners and tied them 
with bits of worsted so that they were in the shape of baskets, 


we 
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and then she made handles of worsted to hang them by. Next 
she cut some round pieces of tissue paper, and fringed them, 
and tucked them inside the baskets, so that a pretty fringe 
hung out all around the rims. 

“ Now,” she said, “ the May-baskets are ready for the flow- 
ers, and to-morrow we will get up early and fill them. John 
promised to go for some violets and anemones after school, 
and when he brings them, we will put them in water over night, 
to keep them fresh.” 

“Oh, how pretty the baskets are!” said Laura, “and how 
lovely they will look with the blue and white flowers in them! 
If it wasn’t so far to the hospital I’d hang one on the door of 
Philip’s room for him!  [’ll tell you, sister! If mamma’ll let 
me, I’m going right now to ask the doctor if he’ll take me to- 
morrow, and then I[’ll carry him one.” And away she ran. 

Mrs. Sturges consented, and so did the doctor, and Laura 
went to bed as happy as if she were to be crowned queen of 
the May the next morning. 

The next day Laura was up and dressed before the rising 
bell. Kate had told her if she waked early she might wake 
her, too, so she crept quietly to her door to do so, but Kate 
was already dressed. ‘They went down-stairs on tiptoe, so as 
not to waken any one else, and began to fill the gay little bas- 
kets. There were six, and they put flowers in all but Philip’s ; 
Kate said it would be best to leave the flowers for his in water, 
till Laura was ready to start. Kate first dried the stems of the 
flowers with a soft cloth, and then put them in the baskets. 
Laura enjoyed watching her, and as soon as they were filled, 
she ran out with them to the houses near by, where her little 
friends lived, and softly hung them on the door-knobs, rang the 
bell, and then skipped away. By the time all the baskets were 
hung she felt quite ready for breakfast, and a rosy, happy little 
girl she was when she sat down to it. For no one had discov- 
ered her, though she had peeped around a corner more than 
once to see the May-basket taken in. 
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Laura had been through breakfast but a few minutes when 
the doctor called to take her to see Philip. It was a long 
drive, quite to the other side of the town and almost into the 
country beyond ; but Laura enjoyed every step of it. It had 
grown quite warm and spring-like in the night, and the sun 
shone on everything, and the robins hopped about, and it 
seemed hard to believe the day before had been so much like 
winter. 

“Tt will be no use,” said Laura, as they drove along, ‘‘to 
hang Philip’s May-basket, because he has to stay on the bed 
all the time, and somebody would have to bring it to him any 
way ; so I'll take it right to him.” 

But what do you think? When they came to Philip’s room 
door, the doctor told Laura to knock, and in a minuté they 
heard a little hip-i-ty-hop sound, and Philip Azmse/f opened the 
door! Laura was so surprised she almost dropped her basket. 
Philip laughed with delight when he saw the wonder in her 
face. 

“T knew you’d be surprised,” he said; “the doctor prom- 
ised not to tell you.”” And then he hopped all around the room 
on his crutch, to show how fast he could go. 

“Oh! I am so glad,” said Laura, “so, so glad! Maybe by 
and by you'll get so well you won’t even have to use a crutch.” 

“T hope he will,” said the doctor; “but I thought you 
brought him something.” 

“Oh, my May-basket!” cried Laura, “I had quite forgotten 
it. See, Philip,” she said, turning to the little boy, “ I brought 
you a little basket of wild flowers because it is May-day,—but 
they don’t look as pretty as they did, because we have come so 
far.” 

“Oh, thank you!” said Philip. ‘They are fresh and fra- 
grant as can be—and oh, what a pretty, pretty little basket ! 
who made it?” 

“IT wove the papers at Kindergarten,” said Laura, “and 
sister Kate did the worsted and tissue-paper part: I’m glad 
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you think it pretty, because you’ll have that when the flowers 
are gone.” 

“Yes, Laura,” said the doctor, pointing to the wall, “ you 
see Philip has the valentines yet, and I think he will keep the 
little basket just as carefully. And now / have a surprise for 
you both. I am not very busy to-day, and a little drive will 
do Philip good, so I will take you both to the woods, and you, 
Laura, can perhaps find some fresh flowers. I spoke to your 
mamma about it before we started, and she gave me a nice little 
lunch for us.” 

Both children shouted with delight over the doctor’s plan, 
and in a few minutes Philip was comfortably fixed on the seat 
of the buggy, and Laura on a little stool down in front, and they 
started. 

How fast the children talked! The doctor said they didn’t 
give him any chance at all! But he laughed a great deal with 
them, which I think he enjoyed just as much. When they 
reached the woods, Laura found a whole handful of pretty 
flowers, and then the doctor drove out into the sunlight again, 
and they ate their lunch sitting in the buggy, while the horse 
nibbled the grass which was beginning to be green at the road- 
side. When the lunch was eaten they drove back to the hos- 
pital, and Laura bade Philip good-by and gave him the flowers. 

“Just think, sister Kate,” she said, “ I’ve had a reak May- 
day, like the story-books, after all; besides hanging my May- 
baskets. I’m so glad to-day was a Saturday !""—Zit#le Men 


and Women. 
om 


A mission band was organized at South Buxton, Me., May 
23, 1888. The ladies are faithful in doing what they can for 
home and foreign work. President, Mrs. O. A. Carson ; secre- 
tary, Mrs. R. Spofford. 

At the November session of the Otisfield Q. M., a mission 
band was organized at Canton, also at West Peru. The pastors 
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of these churches are deeply interested with the sisters in the 
good cause. Secretary of the Canton Auxiliary, Mrs. D. 
Bisbee ; secretary of the West Peru, Mrs. E. Rowe. 


—_—__-+__+~»~+ 


You sometimes groan over your music-lessons, and think 
they are very difficult; but suppose you were Syrian music- 
scholars, and had to read your notes backward ! 








THE Moors are an exemplification of one of their own favor- 
ite rhymes : — 
‘* Never sit when you can lie, 
Never stand when you can sit, © 


Never walk when you can stand, 
Never run when you can walk.” 


If the nation ever rises from its present degradation it will 
require a miracle to effect it. The Gospel of Jesus Christ can 
accomplish it—V. Y. Observer. 


ee 


TueE thirst for English exhibited by the Japanese is well 
illustrated by a story that comes from Tokio of a foreigner who 
saluted a jinrikisha coolie, as he was seated by his vehicle on a 
bitterly cold night, and, by the light of a farthing candle, was 
holding some paper before him, “‘ What are you reading there, 
my man?” The answer came in cheerful tones: “I am trying 
to learn English, sir.”’ 


A STRIKING example of how the foreign missionary work helps 
the home work is seen in the fact that the Prague mission of 
the American Board in Austria has furnished six missionaries to 
Jabor among the Bohemians in this country. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


How many of our Auxiliaries are carrying out the suggestions 
of our treasurer in regard to raising extra money for the outfit 
and passage money of missionaries? A little extra effort all 
around will bring in the amount. If any Auxiliary has failed to 
do anything thus far, let it be brought before the next meeting. 
We wail over the needs of the field, but when we have mission- 
aries who are willing to go, it is time to stop wailing and begin 
giving. If you cannot do any more, send one dollar. If you 
cannot give it all yourself, get two or three or four others to 
join you in making it up. . . . We suggest to contributors to 
the Home Workers’ Department that they be very careful about 
writing zames correctly. The editor does not feel at liberty to 
change the speiling of a name, even though she suspects it to 
be wrong, because names are spelled differently in different 
localities. The writers of communications will be responsible 


for the spelling of names. . . . To the people who are afraid 
that some of their money is used in sending the rest to India, 
the following communication from Rev. A. Given, written in 
reply to a question from a friend, will be of interest : — 


Dear Mrs. R. :—In remitting to India, I procure a draft on 
a London banking house, payable seventy-five days from date. 
I pay absolutely nothing except that they have the use of the 
money. I get the draft in Boston, where they do a large busi- 
ness, and the use of the money is worth something to them for 
seventy-five days. Dr. O. R. B. says he has had a certain sum 
sent out, and. he has sent it back, and it came back here as 
large as when it left here. A. GIVEN. 


Our Little Men and Women is a charming little maga- 
zine admirably adapted either for the home or for supplement- 
ary reading in schools. ‘The pictures are worth the price, and 
the stories are bright and healthful in their influence. Send 
five cents to the publishers, D. Lothrop Co., Boston, for a 
sample number, or $1.00 for a year’s subscription. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS. 





F. B,. WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 





Receipts for March, 1889, 


MAINE. 


Atkinson auxiliary.....cccesce. 

Bradford church . 

Bowdoinham auxiliar V, $6. 25 for 
Sudam Das Children’s Band; 
$5.25 for passage ef Miss 
Mary W hitmore; 25 cts. for 
Lit. Fund; all on L. M. 
Mrs. M. J. ‘Sandford....... 

Casco Union auxiliary, for gen- 
eral work ....ssece. Pree re ‘ 

Charleston auxiliary. 3 

Dover and Foxcroft auxiliary.. 

Exeter Q. M. for F. M 

Ellsworth Q, M. auxiliary, for 
Carrie with Mrs, Burkhold- 
er, $6.25; general work, 
Wriducanecanacsdvaseceacndes 

Ellsworth auxiliary 

East Parsontield ** Wil li ing 
Workers ” 

East Livermore auxiliary, for 
Piet ccenes Sevewddasnsalans 

Farmington Q. M. auxilis iry. 

Greene auxiliary, for Miss 
Coombs’s salary on L. M. 
Mrs. E. Pettengill 

Guilford church........ 

Limerick auxiliary, for gener al 
WOPMictcacceccecescecesces 

Mapleton auxiliary, for Paras 
1) 5 ORO errr Ter 

Medford, on L. M. Mrs. Pha-be 
B. 

Mc dfewd Sunday-school...... 

Orland, Mrs. Eliza J. Saunders, 
for zenana work 

Richmond Village  auxili iry 
and Sunday-school, for Miss 
VOSMNAac cccuceeeucs «et 

So. Berwick auxiliary 

Sangerville, Mrs. B. S. Gerry.. 

Sebec, Q. M. collection, for Mrs. 
Burkholder, $6.25; general 
work, $1.75 Terre re eee eee 
= imington church, for gen- 
eral work aaa 
. Limington church, Mrs. B. 
Ss. Moody 

Steep Falls auxiliary, one-half 
each, Mrs, Lightner and 


Miss Coombs. ccocsccciscce 
West Ellsworth, Mrs. M. M. R. 
Gott, for general work ..... 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Dover, a friend of missions..... 
Dover, Washington St. church. 
Franklin Falls auxiliary....... 
Groveton, Mrs. J. S. Potter, 
equally for Miss Butts’s 
and Mrs. Lightaer’s salaries 
Lisbon Q. M. collection, do ... 
New Durham Q, M. auxiliary 
collection 
Rochester, Mrs. S. R. Hanson, 
one-half each, Mrs. Light: 
ner and Miss Butts......+6. 


VERMONT. 


Middlesex church, for Mrs. 
Smith’s salary 

St. Johnsbury auxiliary, for do.. 

So. Strafford auxiliz iry, for do.. 

Tunbridge chnrch, for do....... 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Blackstone auxiliary, Miss H. 
Phillips, $3.13; Storer Col- 
lege, $4.37 tee 

Blackstone, Young Peo ple, 
Miss H. Phillips, $1. 253 
Storer College, $1.25 . 

Blackstone “ Busy Bees,” ’ Miss 
H. Phillips, $1.25; Storer 
College, $1.25. ..cce-cccee “ 

Lowell auxiliary, Paige St., for 
F.M 


Lynn auxiliary, High Street 
Church ..cccoccccccccccccecs 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Georgiaville church, for Storer 
College vecccccvcccssces 
Pawtucket auxiliary, Miss H. 

Phillips, $2. 253 Western 
work, $5.00....- ce ecceee 
Pawtucket “L ittle Ww orkers,” 
for Storer College....... ° 
Pascoag auxiliary, for Miss H. 
Phillips...... ecccccccerecee 
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Providence auxiliary and ‘‘Busy 
Gleaners,” Roger Williams, 
Miss H. Phillips, $25.00; 
Storer College, $12.50..+eee 


OHIO. 


New Lyme, Young People’s 
and Children’s Mission 
Band, for salary of Gouree 


INDIANA. 


Brownsville auxiliary, for H. 
and F. M. and Sewer Col- 
lege... ccocccccccccccccccccs 

Brownsville auxiliary, for F. M. 

Cass and Berrien Q. M. auxil- 
iary, H. and F. M. and 
Storer College ......cccccee 

es a Berrien auxiliary, for 


ee eeeeesrerseeseeeeeeees 


MICHIGAN. 
Cook’s Prairie “‘Cheerful Work- 


CTS”? wcocccccesece seccccceces 
Cook’s Prairie auxiliary, West- 
ern work.. 
Genesee Q. M. auxiliary, for F. 
New Haven church, for F. M.. 
So. Litchfield auxiliary, for F. 


WISCONSIN. 
Winneconne auxiliary, for F. 


Peer eeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeesese 


IOWA. 


Buena Vista, Mrs. Lyola Wag- 
goner, for F. M.....ceceeee 





Estherville church.......-secese 
Spencer church,.....cesseceeces 


MINNESOTA. 


Blue Earth City church ........ 
Champlin auxiliary, for Bible 
woman Gera with Miss 
Coombe svccvccccccccccceve 
Chain Lake Q. M. auxiliary, 
teacher with Miss Coombs.. 
Delevan church. ...cccccccccce 
Huntley church ......cececcee 
Dragelia CHUICh is ccccscccevsces 
Minneapolis ‘“ Busy Bees” 1st 
F. B. church, for Delodi.... 
Sherburne church........eeeees 
Welcome church icnemas 


| Winona and Houston Q, M., 


for Chandbali. .... 
NEBRASKA. 


Pleasant Plain auxiliary, for 
Miss Coombs ee 


| Pleasant Plain “Willing Work. 


OTE,” GOs.0c000vsdssyccevcess 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


| Try Class, Poma, $1.80; Myrtle 


EEG, 65, CtS.cccsvsvsccsccoss 2 45 
Total .ccccccccccccevccee 4S II 


CORRECTION.—Money, $25.11, credit- 
ed to Fairfield, Mich., auxiliary, should 


| have beer credited to the Hillsdale Q. 


M. 
Laura A. DEMERITTE, Treas. 


Dover, N. H. 








